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Fellow, Centre for Welfare Reform
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Phone: Xxxxxx XXXXXX Text: XXXXXXXXXXX Email: XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX Date: 22 June 2026

The Rt Hon Andy Burnham MP

House of Commons Cause for concern
London

SW1A OAA

Dear Mr Burnham,

Re: The public health crisis created by UK social policy reforms?
Justice, Power and Resistance 6(2): 217-228

| write in my capacity as the research lead for the UK Preventable Harm Project,? ongoing
since 2009, to offer my warmest congratulations on your recent success at the Makerfield by-
election. You have given a lot of hope to many people who can see long-lost Labour values
returning to Parliament.

However, amidst the celebration is the serious concern generated by your recorded
comments regarding welfare cuts to fund a higher defence budget.® This seems to be the
running commentary by almost every political leader, whilst disregarding the thousands of
those in greatest need who died when, covertly, killed by the State! as the persecution of the
chronically ill and disabled community by the State is relentless, and is all based on fiction. ...

To justify the adoption of harsh and unnecessary austerity measures, which were
introduced without ethical approval, the Coalition administration elected in 2010
vehemently challenged the integrity of the chronically ill and disabled community
and routinely accused disability benefit claimants of fraud; while failing to
produce evidence to support their claims. Their often hostile rhetoric encouraged
a 213 percent increase in prosecuted disability hate crimes, and successive
administrations disregarded the thousands of deaths directly linked to the Work
Capability Assessment, which was adopted using a discredited and dangerous
biopsychosocial model of assessment to restrict access to long-term disability
benefit. Influenced by corporate America since 1992, the UK social policy reforms
guaranteed that many of those in greatest need were destined to die when,
covertly, killed by the State. (p.217)*
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Due to the influence of corporate America, the discredited and dangerous Work Capability
Assessment (WCA) was adopted in 2008 by the last ‘New Labour’ administration to limit
access to the Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) disability benefit. However, as you
will see from the enclosed peer-reviewed research paper,! by 2015 an average of ‘nearly 90
people per month were dying after being declared fit for work’ following a WCA." (p.221)*

Apart from relentless hostile political rhetoric*® there is not, nor has there ever been, any
evidence of a vast amount of disability benefit fraud, with the Department for Work and
Pensions (DWP) official published figures constantly identifying minimal fraud levels, in
opposition to disturbing political commentary by senior MPs,** which is totally untrue.®?

The Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) has refused to say if the Prime
Minister was wrong to suggest that disability benefits were being misused and
exploited, after new official figures showed the level of fraud has fallen to zero.

The DWP figures, released this week, days before Rishi Sunak called a general
election, showed that overpayment of personal independence payment (PIP) due
to fraud had dropped to 0.0 per cent, a fall from 0.2 per cent the previous year.

The figures were released just a month after Sunak said in a speech —in which he
announced cuts to PIP spending and other social security reforms — that he was
worried about PIP being ‘misused’ and wanted to make it ‘harder to exploit.’

These comments, and others made by Sunak, including calling for an end to what
he called a ‘sicknote culture,’ led to him being accused of whipping up hostility
towards disabled people, and demonising and scapegoating claimants of disability
benefits.”

Identified as ‘Safeguarding Vulnerable Claimants,’® in May 2025 the Work and Pensions
Committee published a damning report, exposing the hostile culture within the DWP
towards disability benefit claimants, and exposing the fact that the Department had
stressed the priority of moving claimants off benefit whilst adopting hostile and
intimidating contact with disability benefit claimants. It is this relentless hostility
towards those in greatest need which is linked to a disturbing 2014 NHS report, which
identified that almost 50% of ESA benefit claimants had attempted suicide following an
WCA assessment. This identified public health crisis was disregarded by the DWP.?
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You will no doubt recall that it was [Sir] lain Duncan Smith who was appointed as the Secretary
of State for Work and Pensions for the Coalition government, and he was credited with what
is described as the social re-engineering of the British public to remove what was once the
psychological security of the Welfare State. However, his crude attacks against those in
greatest need never ended, as demonstrated in his disturbing comments in his column in the
national press, where he still claims that ‘the Government must get people languishing on
sickness benefit back to work.”? | wrote to him to challenge his hostile commentary,!! and to
expose the damage he was doing which, of course, received no reply. However, he did make
sure that the team at his right-leaning thinktank!? would never hear from me, as they were
all instructed to block my email. However, hostile comments are just as extreme by Labour.*
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My next book ‘Social Policy Abused: the creation of a government-induced public health crisis
is about to be released. | will keep you informed, and hope very much that you will at least
attempt to stop this relentless hostility against those in greatest need by Pat McFaddon,* and
everyone else on the Labour back benches who have made a pastime of causing preventable
harm to the most vulnerable in our society.

Please feel free to contact me at any time if | can be helpful in reducing this brutal political
rhetoric against those in greatest need.

As with all Government correspondence, a copy of this letter will appear on the Preventable
Harm Project website. Thank you for your time, and all good wishes for your political future.

Yours sincerely

et

Mo Stewart
Fellow, Centre for Welfare Reform
Research Lead, Preventable Harm Project

The Preventable Harm Project

“Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.”
Martin Luther-King Jr

Author ‘Cash Not Care: the planned demolition of the UK welfare state’
Editor The Preventable Harm Project
Researcher Influences and Consequences
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Copied to: Kamran Mallick, CEO Disability Rights UK, Frances Leckie, Editor Independent Living
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