
 

 

20 May 2025 

Open letter from Social Scientists to UK Government and Parliament, 
opposing cuts to disability benefits outlined in the March 2025 Spring 
Statement 

 

We are writing to express our concern about the planned cuts to Personal 
Independence Payments and Universal Credit as outlined in the March 
2025 Green Paper and Spring Statement. As  social scientists we feel 
morally obligated to speak out against policy changes that evidence 
suggests will cause harm. It is our professional opinion that these cuts will 
cause disproportionate harm to disabled people and accomplish little or 
nothing in terms of helping the economy or balancing public finances. 

As demonstrated by the Bibliography attached to this letter, the existing 
literature indicates that  previous similar cuts to welfare, especially those 
targeted at disabled people, were ineffective in getting people back into 
work and instead drove people into deeper poverty, damaged mental health 
and were associated with high numbers of preventable premature deaths. 
Furthermore, the problems caused or exacerbated by such cuts typically 
end up being even more costly to resolve as they increase the burden on 
various public services. 

Policy-makers in the UK Government should already be aware of the social 
research that has proven the ineffectiveness and harms of such 
approaches, and have been warned by the UN that they must reverse the 
disability welfare cuts enacted by the preceding Conservative Government. 
We urge the government to comply with the UN rather than indulge in 
further ineffectual and harmful cuts targeting disabled people. These cuts 
will not help disabled people back into work, bring growth, or balance public 



 

finances. They are likely to increase rates of poverty, mental ill-health, and 
premature death. 

We call for all announced cuts to Personal Independence Payments and 
Universal Credit to be overturned. Should the UK Government proceed with 
current plans, we implore all MPs to vote against these cuts when they 
come before Parliament and speak out against continued austerity. Public 
finances can and should be improved via redistributive measures such as a 
wealth tax. As once promised, those with the broadest shoulders should 
bear the heavier burden. 

 

Sincerely, 

Dr Jonathan Paul Jones BSc (Hons), MSc, PhD -  Cardiff University 
Alumnus 

Dr Lateef Akanni BSc, MSc, PhD, AFHEA - Research Associate at 
University of Liverpool 

Dr Kate Andersen BA, MA, PhD - Research Fellow at University of York 

Dr Michael Arribas-Ayllon BA (Hons), PhD - Reader at Cardiff University 

Prof Clare Bambra B.Soc.Sc, MA Econ, PhD, FAcSS, HonFPH Leopoldina - 
Professor of Public Health & NIHR Senior Investigator at Newcastle 
University 

Prof Benjamin Barr PhD - Professor of Applied Public Health Research at 
University of Liverpool & Joint Chief Investigator for PHIRST LiLac 

Dr Davara Bennett BA (Hons), MSc, PhD - NIHR SPHR Postdoctoral 
Launching Fellow at University of Liverpool 

 



 

Dr Jed Boardman MB, BS, FRCPsych, BSc, PhD - Consultant Psychiatrist 
and Senior Lecturer in Social Psychiatry at King’s College London 

Prof Jonathan Bradshaw CBE, BSS, MA, DPhil, FBA - Emeritus Professor, 
University of York 

Prof Heather Brown BA, MSc, PhD - Professor of Health Inequalities at 
Lancaster University & NIHR PRP core committee member 

Prof Erica Burman BSC (Hons), PhD, HFBPsS- Professor of Education at 
University of Manchester 

Dr Tom Campbell MA, PhD - Associate Professor in Social Theory at 
University of Leeds 

Dr Mandy Cheetham CQSW BSc (Hons), PGDip, PhD - Assistant Professor 
in Health and Social Care Research & Research Fellow NIHR NENC ARC 
at Northumbria University 

Prof John Clarke BSc, MA - Emeritus Professor of Social Policy, at The 
Open University 

Prof Danny Dorling BSc, PhD, FRSA, FRGS, FRSS, FAcSS, HonFFPH, 
SARSM - 1971 Professor of Geography at University of Oxford 

Dr Kayleigh Garthwaite BA, MA, PGC, PhD, SFHEA - Associate Professor 
at University of Birmingham 

Dr Richard Gater BSc (Hons), MSc, PhD - Research Assistant at Cardiff 
University 

Prof Ian Greer BSc, MSc, PhD - Research Professor & Director of Ithaca 
Co-Lab at Cornell University 

Dr Miro Griffiths MBE, BSc (Hons), MA, PhD, FRSA, AFHEA - Lecturer in 
Social Policy and Disability Studies at University of Leeds & Co-Director of 
Centre for Disability Studies 
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Primary Care International. 
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of Health Policy and Management at Newcastle University, Emeritus 
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Economy at University of Glasgow 
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Dr Luke Munford BSc, MSc, PhD - Senior Lecturer at University of 
Manchester 

Prof Jonathan Parker BA, MA, PhD, FAcSS, FJUC, FHEA, FRSA - Professor 
Emeritus at Bournemouth University & University of Stavanger 

Dr Anna Pearce BSc, MSc, PhD - Senior Research Fellow at University of 
Glasgow 
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